November 7, 1999

Dear GLACUHO Member,


The Great Lakes Association of College and University Housing Officers (GLACUHO) has a responsibility to communicate professional knowledge and standards in the field of housing and to provide for the education and professional development of housing officers.  The GLACUHO Board of Directors is concerned about the growing incidence of hate crimes on college and university campuses.  Such incidents are increasingly prevalent and damage the sense of community, particularly within our on-campus residential areas.


The GLACUHO Board believes that it is within our responsibilities, as housing officers, to protect human rights and to promote diversity and pluralism in higher education.  The Association abhors acts of violence, including hostile discrimination and victimization based on sexual orientation, such as the one that resulted in the death of a student, Matthew Shepard.


As a result, GLACUHO believes that housing officers need to do all that they can to understand the problem of hate crime and to address it.  As an Association, we encourage you to read the attached article (reprinted with permission from ACPA, the Association of College and University Housing Officers) and to share it with the appropriate professionals on your campus.  As housing officers, you will need to make a personal assessment of your campus culture to determine what action is necessary to develop a comprehensive approach to dealing with hate crimes.


Additionally, we encourage you to show support for the federal Hate Crime Prevention Act that is currently being considered in Congress.  A sample letter is attached to assist you in drafting your correspondence with your Senator and/or Representative.  You can gather additional information about the Hate Crime Prevention Act of 1999 by visiting the web site of the Anti-Defamation League at www.adl.org.  Once at the home page, go to the Legislative Action Center.   It contains comprehensive information about the legislation, its background, and supporting documents and briefings.  


Our educated and planned reaction to hate crimes will sustain us in our important role of serving students.  We ask that you direct any questions to GLACUHO President, Marlene Kowalski-Braun, at (616) 895-2872.

Sincerely,

The GLACUHO Board

